
Money Study Guide (3.8)
3.8 The student will determine by counting the value of a collection of bills and coins whose total value is 

$5.00 or less, compare the value of the coins or bills, and make change.  For this standard the student 
should be able to: 
• Count the value of collections of coins and bills up to $5.00.

  $0.25    $0.50    $0.75    $1.00   $1.25 

  $1.35    $1.45     $1.55    $1.65     $1.75    $1.85    $1.90 

  $1.91    $1.92    $1.93    $1.94    $1.95 

  3 dollars 
$1.96         $1.97      $1.98       $1.99          $2.00

Different strategies for counting money: 
� Start with the coin/bill having the largest value, and keep adding on until you get to the smallest value 

(like what is shown above). 
� In large amounts of change, make groups of coins equal to a dollar first (i.e. 4 quarters, a half dollar 

and 5 dimes, etc.), and then count the left over coins to get the total. 
� Think about coins having equal values.  For example, if you have 3 quarters ($0.75) and are trying to 

make a dollar, think about that 4th quarter you are missing and what other coins you may have to make 
$0.25 (like 2 dimes and a nickel, 5 nickels, 4 nickels and 5 pennies, etc.). 

• Compare the values of two sets of coins or bills, up to $5.00, using the terms greater than, less

than, and equal to.
Sally’s money Bobby’s money 

Strategy:  Count Sally’s money to find out that it totals up to $2.40.  Count Bobby’s money to find out that it totals 
up to $2.95.  You can say that the value of Sally’s money is less than the value of Bobby’s money.  Or, you can say 
that the value of Bobby’s money is greater than the value of Sally’s money.  Either statement is correct. 

• Make change from $5.00 or less.
Problem:  Harry buys a pair of sunglasses that cost $1.79.  He pays for them with a $5 bill.  How much
change should he receive?

Strategy 1: Subtract (can be difficult because of having to 

subtract across zeroes)     
  9 

  4   10   10 

 $ 5 . 0 0
– $ 1 . 7 9

$  3  .  2  1 change back

Strategy 2: Counting on 
Start with $1.79, and count your way up to $5.00.  
1 cent more than $1.79 would give you $1.80, and 
then 20 more cents would get you to $2.00 (we’ve 
used 21 cents so far).  Then from $2.00, add $3.00 
more to get to $5.00.  The change received would 
be $3.21. 

So, there is 
$5.00 total. 






